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American Auto-Matrix® releases their Open, Web-enabled Building 

Control Solution for the Building Automation Market: the 

AspectFT™ and Matrix™ Product Family. 
 

 
Export, PA April 8th, 2009, American Auto-Matrix (AAM) today announced that they 

have introduced their open web-enabled area controller for the Building Automation 

Market, the AspectFT product family.  AspectFT (Facilitating Technology) is the control 

engine that comes in multiple forms for various sized projects.  It can be found on the 

Matrix Area controller which functions as a small building stand-alone solution as well as 

the localized area controller for any size project. AspectFT can also be found in the 

AspectFT-Facility™ form.  This is a version that comes on its own server, provided by 

AAM.  It is intended to communicate with multiple Matrix Area controllers and is 

designed for medium sized projects. Lastly, AspectFT comes in the Enterprise™ version 

which is for the large scale building applications that utilize other forms of non-AAM 

server hardware; i.e. blade servers, server farms, etc… The Enterprise version is available 

in two variants, a version that requires a hardware qualification by AAM, or a version 

designed to run in a Virtual Machine environment. 

 

Utilizing a Linux® operating system, AspectFT uses a Java™ foundation to accomplish a 

number of building operation routines and control algorithms. Through utilization of this 

Facilitating Technology users can communicate to their BAS system through protocols 

such as BACnet® IP and MS/TP, Modbus® IP and RTU, and the American Auto-Matrix 

PUP protocol. 

 

The product boasts significant competitive advantages compared to other solutions 

available in the market today. 1) AspectFT has the ability to integrate to other systems 

using an open MySQL approach.  This is a read/write driver that allows the BAS system 

to make decisions based on data written by a separate system (i.e. access control, etc…) 

to a MySQL database. 2) End-users can use one of over 45 programs that utilize the 

iCalendar protocol as a scheduling tool.  This means using programs like Outlook® 2007, 

Google™ Calendar, or Apple’s iCal® to change schedules in a building should the user 

desire; allowing users the ability to use programs they are already familiar with to 

interface to their building, as well as eliminating the need for proprietary programs to 

accomplish a scheduling task. 3) The product has available canned components that 
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installers can use right out of the box. 4) Web services data, such as weather reporting 

can be utilized to help predict energy load. 5) AspectFT is a true Java foundation, 

meaning there is no need to attend special classes provided by the manufacturer to learn 

how to program custom functionality. 

 

Engineering of the area controller is accomplished through Aspect Studio, a graphical, 

block based, visual programming environment that allows for the creation of a project on 

a Windows®-based PC. The software also includes a simulation environment where 

projects can be tested before being deployed to the device, thereby minimizing startup or 

runtime issues that could occur in the field. 

 

For more information visit the following websites: 

 

www.whatsyouraspect.com 

www.aamatrix.com 

 
### 

 

About American Auto-Matrix 
American Auto-Matrix (“AAM”) was founded in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania, U.S.A. in 1979 as a 

custom engineering and consulting group manufacturing specialty electronics products for its 

customers and OEM accounts. The company is responsible for many “firsts” in the building 

automation industry and was the first to offer an open communications protocol and DDC 

technology. The company develops, manufactures and distributes products in the BAS, Access 

Control, and Critical Environment markets. In December 2002 the company was purchased by 

Jordan Acquisition Group, LLC, a group of private US investors, and in 2006 the company 

officially became a Service Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business and a Woman Owned 

Business. Currently headquartered in Export, Pennsylvania, the company has product 

installations worldwide. 

 
MODBUS®, MODBUS RTU®, and MODBUS TCP/IP® are registered trademarks of Schneider 

Electric. Java™, JavaScript™, MySQL and JavaBeans™ are either registered trademarks or 

trademarks of Sun Microsystems, Inc in the United States and other countries; Google™ is a 

trademark of Google Inc.; Microsoft®, Windows®, Windows NT®, are registered trademarks of 

Microsoft; Rhino is an open-source implementation of JavaScript™ and is managed by 

Mozilla®.  Mozilla is a registered trademark of the Mozilla Foundation; Linux® is a registered 

trademark of Linus Torvalds. Apple® and iCal are registered trademarks of Apple, Inc. BACnet® 

and BACnet International are registered trademarks of ASHRAE. American Auto-Matrix, Smart 

Building Solutions, the Rocket A, Aspect
FT

, and the Matrix are either registered trademarks or 

trademarks of American Auto-Matrix.  All rights reserved. Copyright © American Auto-Matrix 

2009. 

 

 
 


